
What is Dual Credit? 

Courses offered for dual credit stem from agreements between high schools  universities and 

community colleges whereby a high school junior or senior enrolls in a college course and 

simultaneously earns college credit and high school credit for the course. 

Partnerships between Colorado secondary schools and Colorado colleges and universities have enabled 

high school students to earn college credits before graduating from high school, making their transition 

to the collegiate campus smoother and their likelihood of graduating from college greater. 

Courses are offered by accredited colleges and include both academic and career/technical courses. 

While most students take basic core courses such as English, history, math and social science, 

coursework may include areas such as culinary arts or criminal justice, depending on the various degree 

plans offered by each community college. 

College courses offered for dual credit may be taught at the college campus or the high school campus 

by credentialed instructors; that is, instructors must be qualified according to criteria established by the 

each specific college/university. Courses offered for dual credit include the same content and rigor as 

courses taught to other college students, utilizing the same instructors, curriculum and policies.  

Additionally, community colleges can assist with agreements to universities. 

Student Qualifications 

A high school student who qualifies to enroll in a college course offered for dual credit must be a junior 

or a senior and must meet the college’s prerequisite requirements for enrollment for the college course.  

With Colorado Mountain College this is the Accuplacer test to see if students satisfy basic college level 

reading/writing although; they may be exempt from this testing if they meet the standards for the ACT 

or SAT tests.   

Student Success 

The benefits to high school students who participate in dual credit courses are numerous. At many 
colleges, students are able to earn 12 or more hours of college credit prior to graduating from high 
school. Additionally, a college course offered for dual credit has a greater chance of being transcripted 
for college credit than an Advanced Placement (AP) course. 

Advantages for dual credit students include the following:  

 Seamless transition from high school to college 
 Greater likelihood of success in subsequent collegiate work 
 Greater likelihood of earning a high school diploma and a college degree 
 Reduced cost of enrolling in higher education courses 
 Opportunity to access college facilities and resources such as tutoring services, computer labs 

and counseling services 
 Enhances skills required to be successful at the collegiate level such as time management skills, 

critical thinking skills, study skills and following directions and procedures 



Where are Dual Credit classes taught?  

Dual Credit classes are conveniently held on the high school campus or on a nearby college campus. On 
the high school campus, the classes are exclusively for students attending that high school. On the 
college campus, students are integrated into regular college courses with regular college students. 

Do Dual Credit classes transfer to other colleges and universities? 

Public institutions of higher education in the State of Colorado are required, by state law, to accept most 
college-level academic courses in transfer from another state public institution as core, field of study, or 
elective credit. Most Dual Credit students are taking core courses required for most majors. With CMC a 
“lock” icon appears next to each class that is a guaranteed transfer.  

Who pays for tuition? 

Salida High School will pay for a portion of the dual credit tuition. A certain amount is allotted each 
semester and that is divided by the total number of students taking a Dual credit class through Colorado 
Mountain College.  High School students don’t qualify for financial aid through the college.  Students 
must earn a high school diploma or GED to qualify for financial aid. There may be some aid through the 
HS is a student is on our free-reduce lunch program or can show financial hardship. 

 


